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INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION

North Carolina recently passed legislation requiring insulation on 
residential hot waterlines for all new construction beginning 2008.

Can this legislation be replicated in other states?
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RESULTSRESULTS
Science students compared data from un-insulated pipes and insulated 
pipes in the same home.

Key finding: 200 GWh and 800Mgal saved annually per 100,000 
homes.

They put their conclusions in a poster displayed in the NC Legislative 
Building during a Research Symposium.

A legislator was inspired to enter legislation requiring pipe insulation 
on all new construction beginning 2008.
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One of the Student Findings During TestingOne of the Student Findings During Testing

The graphs show that the temperature of water drops faster in PEX pipe than in copper.The graphs show that the temperature of water drops faster in PEX pipe than in copper.



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

The right information (state-specific test data)

In the right form (poster)

Coming from the right source (students)

Presented to the right legislator (action-oriented)

Will yield legislation (H1702, in the case of NC)
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WHAT SHOULD WE DO?WHAT SHOULD WE DO?

Direct the skills and natural entrepreneurial energy of our students to 
create posters they can present to legislators.

Legislators love student action.

Work with Building Code Councils to meet their needs.

It’s working for North Carolina.

It can work for you.
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