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Steel Casting Production in the U.S.
million tons
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Economic Trends in US
Capital Equipment Investment

15 to 40 years
• Excess Capacity 80-90’s

– Prices stable or decline
– Cost cutting required
– Reduce inventory
– Minimum staff
– Low profitability
– Liquidation of capacity
– Low interest rates, inflation, 

inventories, lead times
– Fewer captive operations

• Limited Supply 60-70’s
– Prices increase
– Production required
– Inventory asset
– Staff required
– New products and processes
– Increases in capacity
– Increases in interest rates, 

inventory, inflation, lead 
times

– New captive operations
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Steel Casting Capacity
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