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How the Return on 
Investment Drives the ESCO



Purpose:

Commons Energy seeks to 
achieve deep energy savings 
in small and medium-sized 
unserved buildings in 4 
market sectors serving a 
public purpose. 

Result: 

Energy, economic, and 
carbon gains



Method:

Four-part set of integrated 
services offering 
comprehensive, whole-
building, client-based 
solutions to existing barriers



Approach:

Deepens and extends the 
ESCO model of future savings 
to fund improvements, 
replacing objective of public 
benefit to traditional private 
returns



Project 
Financing
Model:

Bundles projects into 
portfolios, matches “patient 
capital” (long term, low 
rates) with portfolios
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Additional resources

Open source information about Public Purpose 
ESCO’s:
www.ppescohowto.org

Commons Energy L3C 
(www.commonsenergy.com) 
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