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Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standards
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Energy Codes
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Buildings Lag Automotive By 30 Years
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Chicago Benchmarking Data
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“The greatest opportunity to identify and 
influence deep savings is pre-schematic design, 
where the program supports quick early 
simulations and EUI targeting.”
–ACEEE New Horizons for Energy Efficiency: Major Opportunities to Reach Higher Electricity Savings by 

2030; Dan York, Steven Nadel, Ethan Rogers, Rachel Cluett, Sameer Kwatra, Harvey Sachs, Jennifer 

Amann, and Meegan Kelly; September 2015.



3 year Department of Energy initiative

to scale performance-based procurement
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New Construction Program Benchmarking



Motivators

• Develop an industry leading program

• Premium customer service

• Support projects with aggressive goals

• Meet increasing savings goals despite 
advancing codes

• Prepare for outcome-based codes (and 
pay for performance)

OWNERS UTILITIES

• Have campus/portfolio carbon goals

• Disappointed with new buildings

• Understand investment opportunity, 
need to manage risk

• Want zero energy, need a process 

• Keep design and contractor team 
focused on measurable goals
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U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o

New hospital
$600 million
Energy Star Score: 19

Energy Retrofits to 
Historic Buildings
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EUI Target

75 
kBtu/gsf∙yr (site)
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Campus North 
Residence Hall
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Image used with permission of 
Structured Development

Big Deahl
Mixed Use Development

EUI Target

36 
kBtu/gsf∙yr (site)



Thank you
Ben Heymer, PE
bheymer@seventhwave.org

608.210.7187

www.seventhwave.org/accelerateperformance


