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From Pilot to Process: 
Using Green Building Approaches to Address Health 

in Multifamily, Affordable Housing
Presented at the 2018 Conference on Health, Environment and Energy



contact@sahfnet.org

Introducing SAHF
SAHF is a nonprofit collaborative of thirteen exemplary 
multi-state nonprofit affordable housing providers who 
own more than 138,000 affordable rental homes.

BRIDGE Housing 
CommonBond Communities
Community Housing Partners
The Evangelical Lutheran Good 
Samaritan Society
Homes for America
Mercy Housing
National Church Residences
National Housing Trust/Enterprise
The NHP Foundation 
Preservation of Affordable Housing
Retirement Housing Foundation
The Community Builders
Volunteers of America
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Growing from Green to Healthy
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Why focus on multifamily?

People spend 90% of 
their time indoors.

Your home is the one 
place you spend the 
most time.  
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Aspects of Healthy Building
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Green Tools for Health: Construction/Design Standards

Active Design
• Mercy Housing

Partnership for a Healthier 
America Commitment

• Mercy Housing Southeast
Design Guidelines 
developed with Enterprise 
Health Action Plan Pilot

Efficiency & Materials: 
• POAH’s Basis of Design

www.poahbod.org

http://www.poahbod.org/
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Green tools for health: Replacement Standards
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Green tools for health: Inspection checklists



contact@sahfnet.org

Healthy Building Network’s Homefree Initiative
Products:  Hazard 
spectrum/ stoplight 
approach to 8 categories
• Flooring
• Paint
• Drywall
• Countertops
• Cabinetry & Millwork
• Insulation
• Flooring Adhesives
• Sealants
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Demonstration Projects 
and Baseline Specification 
for 6 Regions:
• Pacific Northwest
• Minnesota
• New York
• California
• Louisiana
• Washington, DC

Healthy Building Network’s Homefree Initiative
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Thank You!

Becky Schaaf
rschaaf@sahfnet.org 

650-524-5079


