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Our Job is to Save Water
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Where Does EPA’s Money Go?
Addressing Climate 

Change and Improving 
Air Quality, $1,132 , 14%

Protecting 
America's Waters, 

$3,746 , 45%Cleaning Up 
Communities and 

Advancing Sustainable 
Development, $1,910 , 

23%

Ensuring the 
Safety of 

Chemicals and 
Preventing 

Pollution, $680 , 
8%

Protecting Human Health 
and the Environment by 

Enforcing Laws and 
AssuringCompliance, 

$800 , 10%

Million USD (FY 2017)

Addressing Climate Change
and Improving Air Quality

Protecting America's Waters

Cleaning Up Communities and
Advancing Sustainable
Development
Ensuring the Safety of
Chemicals and Preventing
Pollution
Protecting Human Health and
the Environment by Enforcing
Laws and AssuringCompliance

Source: US EPA FY 17 Budget in Brief



According to the American Society of 
Engineers (ASCE) estimate to:
• Maintain and expand one million miles of 

pipes

• Address an 240,000 water main breaks 
per year

• Stop the loss of two trillion gallons of  
treated water per year

A Drop in the Bucket…

Source: ASCE 2017 Water Infrastructure Score Card
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• 7,500 documented 
cases in 2017

• Actual number could 
be much higher

• 1/10 cases is fatal

• Influenza killed roughly 
80,000 people last year

• 88,000 die from alcohol-
related deaths each year

• >800,000 global deaths 
a year from improper 
water and sanitation



How We 
Use Water 

IS
Changing



Yesterday’s Design



Today’s Home

•3 gallons wasted
•1 minute 30 seconds wait 
time

How has this changed how 
water moves through our 

buildings?
How has it influenced 

residency times?



There’s So Much We Don’t Know

• Conversations on this topic tend to be polarizing
• Onsite pathogens aren’t a big deal
• Efficiency is bad because it allows opportunistic pathogens to thrive
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There’s So Much We Don’t Know

• Conversations on this topic tend to be polarizing
• Onsite pathogens aren’t a big deal
• Efficiency is bad because it allows opportunistic pathogens to thrive
• Doing nothing about onsite pathogens is a poor strategy
• Using water so intensely that nothing has the opportunity to grow is also a poor 

strategy
• We tend to focus too much on residential

• This may not be where the priority issues lay
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Scope of Available Water Data



There’s So Much We Don’t Know

• Conversations on this topic tend to be polarizing
• Onsite pathogens aren’t a big deal
• Efficiency is bad because it allows opportunistic pathogens to thrive
• Doing nothing about onsite pathogens is a poor strategy
• Using water so intensely that nothing has the opportunity to grow is also a poor 

strategy
• We tend to focus too much on residential

• This may not be where the priority issues are
• We’re at the beginning of this journey



Thank You!

Jonah Schein | Schein.Jonah@epa.gov

WaterSense Helpline
Email:  watersense@epa.gov

Phone:  (866) WTR-SENS (987-7367)
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