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• Operate within the DCRA Building Department
• Conduct design review, plan review, inspections, certificate of 

occupancy
• Collaborate with the community to further the efforts to build a 

more sustainable DC
• We are an educator and green technical assistance resource

DCRA’s Green Building Division

C



The Division Enforces:
• Green Building Act
• Green Construction Code
• Energy Conservation Code
• Anacostia Waterfront Environmental Standards

We are also responsible for shepherding and 
championing new green technologies
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Timeline
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• Determine what regulations apply to your project
• Select a capable design team
• Resources available though DCRA:

• Self-selection Guides
• Preliminary Green Review Meeting
• Preliminary Design Review Meeting
• Technical questions to green.building@dc.gov
• Bi-weekly residential workshops
• Walk-in office hours from 1-2PM everyday
• Additional Educational Resources

Design (pre-permitting)

mailto:green.building@dc.gov


• Projects will be flagged for “green review” and “energy 
review” in permitting workflow by a specific reviewer

• Energy Code Documentation
• Energy Verification Sheet (communication tool) 
• Supplemental documentation as determined by the 

scope (e.g. HVAC sizing, energy model calcs, 
COMcheck/REScheck)

• Multiple re-reviews are common.  Most project teams are 
not used to documentation and many don’t understand 
basic concepts and who’s responsible

Permitting



• Energy Code inspections throughout typical building 
code inspections, except for insulation inspections 
and energy final inspection.

• Green Code inspections
• Green Rough-in
• Green Final

Inspections



• Green Code
• Review inspections
• Collect documentation

• LEED, EGC, etc. - Check to make sure the 
accounts are active and projects are following 
appropriate steps

• GBA Private projects – Complete financial 
security requirement

• We track for 1-2 yearrs
• Handoff information to benchmarking team. 

Complete the virtuous cycle.

Certificate of Occupancy / Post



Enforcement Mechanisms

• Permitting
– Hold for comments
– Approve with comments

• Inspections
– Fail inspection
– Notice of Infraction (fines)

• Certificate of Occupancy and Post CofO
– Don’t issue it or issue a temporary, conditional 

certificate of occupancy
– Financial Security
– Fines and penalties



• Not all project teams will rise to the occasion
• And the Owner needed their permit yesterday
• Codes are hard, really hard.  And very complex.
• Flexibility is great for PHD students and national energy policy 

wonks but not always helpful for code officials (not everyone 
will be Denmark, yet)

• Transfer of information from plan reviewer to inspector and 
from permit team to construction team

• Complex regulatory landscape
• Who’s responsible for what part of compliance?
• Chicken and egg.  Zero to hero.

Challenges





• Dedicated funding source
• Dedicated staff (plan reviewers, inspectors)
• Alternative compliance pathways
• Collaborative adoption process with private sector
• Amending the model codes for local, specific application
• Use the carrot and the stick

(Good) Ideas



Policy Roadmap

• DC has net-zero targets for 2032

• Building Types and Codes are 

• National Energy/Green Codes

– IECC, ASHRAE 90.1, ASHRAE 189.1 / IGCC

• DC Modified Energy and Green Code

• Appendix Z (our roadmap to net zero)



Appendix Z

• DC is planning to adopt a voluntary net-zero energy 
alternative compliance pathway

• Appendix Z…

– Allows for projects to pursue net zero targets in a clear 
framework

– Allows for incentivizing those pathways

– Allows for Building Department to administer

• Points the way forward and helps industry become 
comfortable with where we are heading







Mountains beyond mountains…



Questions?

Green.Building@dc.gov

Visit our website at 

BuildGreenDC.org


